
St. James United Church 
Announcements 

Sunday April 3, 2022 

 

Covid-19 Policy 

As we are a Congregate Setting, the removal of the mask mandate will not apply to us at this 

time and we will continue to wear our masks until otherwise advised. 

You may now enter and exit the sanctuary through both doors and the directional arrows will 

no longer apply. 

We will remove the ribbons on the pews & resume fellowship after the Palm Sunday service. 

We know that this has been a trying time for us all, and we look forward to lifting ALL 

restrictions, but only when safe to do so. In the meantime, we again encourage you to remain 

at home if unwell, wear your masks and use the hand sanitizer provided. 

 

Lenten Prayer: A Prayer to Search Me, Lord, This Lent 

“Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know…” (Psalm 139:23). 
 
Dear God, 

I confess I may not completely understand the “how” and “why” of Lent. I ask you to speak to 

me now. 

Here in my quiet aloneness of my time with you, search me for any selfish motives or sins I 

cling to that are sapping me of the life you desire. Prepare my heart for what you would have 

me forgo, and strengthen me to seek you instead. 

Wake me, Lord, if I am blind to my patterns of self-destruction. Show me what it is that I can 

live more fully without. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ~ a prayer from biblestudytools.com 

 

Upcoming Events 

⬧ Sun. Apr. 10th – 10am – Palm Sunday service at St. James 

⬧ Thurs. Apr. 14th – 7pm - Maundy Thursday service & communion…changed to Churchill UC 

⬧ Fri. Apr. 15th – 11am - Good Friday service at St. James 

⬧ Sun. Apr. 17th – An Easter Sunrise service will be led by Churchill UC at Belle Ewart Park. 

Fellowship has not yet been determined. Stay tuned! 

⬧ Sun. Apr. 17th – 10am – Easter Sunday service at St. James 

• Mon. Apr. 11th – 1pm – UCW Meeting (upper room) 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/139-23.html
http://biblestudytools.com/


Looking for a New Series of Videos to Watch?  

You might get hooked on these ones! 

 

Go to: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=united+church+of+canada+44th+council 

 

There are Live or Previously Taped Sessions from this year's General Council 44 Worship and 

Learning Sessions.  

For example, on March 30th, the session included a worship service, followed 

by discussed proposals  

grouped under the theme of ―Invigorate Leadership: Innovating for Bold 

Discipleship.  

The discussion of proposals related to staff performance reviews, jurisdiction of 

clergy, alternative pastoral relationships, and assessments of vocational 

processes. 

On April 6 is Learning Session 5: Embolden Justice: Collaborating to Mend Church 

and World 

All Sessions are LIVE - Wednesdays - March 9 - May 4, 2022 

(Recordings are available on the website for participants to watch when it works 

best for them.) 

If you want to know the direction your church is taking, this is place to be!! 

Go to: https://generalcouncil44.ca/agenda to see future learning sessions. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=united+church+of+canada+44th+council
https://generalcouncil44.ca/agenda


 
Enjoy this devotional in the coming week. 

 
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, 

anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The 

house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

~ John 12:3 

 
 
 

"I listened recently to a podcast about the sense of smell. It’s one of the least-

valued of our senses—sight and hearing beat it out by a wide margin—but 

Covid-19 has revealed that we underestimate its consequence. Smell is like a 

superpower: it lets us walk into a room and, without any other clues, know if 

someone is cooking or cleaning, if something’s on fire, if there’s food that’s 

gone bad, whether someone just washed a dog, and so on.  
 

Lavender growing in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Photo by Victoria Larson. 

 
It's also the most evocative of our senses, the one tied most closely to memory. This makes 

me wonder what happened for the disciples after this night whenever they smelled nard, an 

aromatic ointment. Did they remember that night in Bethany? What emotions or images 

would come to them?” 

God, you created a world and gave people a nose to smell 

it. How marvelous! How disgusting! 

Today, when smell brings me to a place, a memory, a 

feeling, a thought, let me find you there. Amen. 

For today... I will pay special attention to the world of smell. I will bring to 

mind scents that I love, and I will be mindful of the places and emotions where 

they bring me. 

 



Prayer is an important part of Christian life. This Handprint Easter Prayer helps the kids remember to 

keep prayer in their every day life. The hands fold up with the prayer inside. The kids can also write 

their own special prayer. Parents can do one too!! 

Supplies: 

• (Skin) Colored Construction Paper 
• White Paper 
• Printer 
• Scissors 
• Glue Stick 

Instructions: 

1. Print out the Handprint Easter Prayer on colored construction paper. 

2. Place the kids left hand over the prayer with the fingers closed and trace around. Place the 

right hand over the other side with little fingers touching and trace around. 

3. Cut out the handprints and fold them into prayer hands. 

The prayer reads: “I fold these hands into a prayer, To thank the Lord for love and 

care. Fold your hand right next to me, And He will love us both, you’ll see.”

 

More Easter Crafts can be found at this website: https://feltmagnet.com/crafts/lenten-arts-and-crafts 
 
 
 

Please submit all announcements via e-mail to Heather Thompson by noon on Tuesdays. 

Thank you! 

https://feltmagnet.com/crafts/lenten-arts-and-crafts
https://www.freekidscrafts.com/handprint-easter-prayer/easter-prayer-printable/

