
St. James United Church 
Announcements 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 

Advent 3 and Blue Christmas Service 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

Will you be attending our service this December 24th at 7:00 pm? 

If so, You MUST Register on or before December 20th! 

After that date we will open registration to the community, however, 

it is expected that we will have the maximum allowed with just our 

congregation, especially if extended family is registered. 

Don't forget... ALL attendees MUST provide Proof of Vaccination (if not 

already done so). Please ensure they have it ready prior to entering the 

church. 

Call the office 705-436-5225 and leave a message that you will be 

attending, along with the names of all who will be coming. 

 

 

Are You Looking for a New Christmas Tradition? 

This year, I am starting a new tradition with my family - 

especially the grandchildren – when we gather for Christmas. 

It comes by way of storytelling. I am going to invite everyone to gather around  

while I tell them a Christmas story. 

This year, I am going to use the paper-cutting story that I did at one of our Innispirit 

Christmas concerts. It was a huge hit!! 

At the end of the story I opened the paper tree to a wonderful surprise of endless stick-

on rubies, emeralds, diamonds of all shapes and sizes (from the Dollar Store) making it 

the most beautiful tree!  

They gasped in surprise and joy! Even the Mayor told me it was a great story! 

You can find it at this website, and adapt it as you like: 

https://grannysu.blogspot.com/2007/12/christmas-story-perfect-present.html 

Enjoy your new tradition that will create memories for years to come! ~ Pastor P.  

http://www.pngall.com/christmas-bell-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://grannysu.blogspot.com/2007/12/christmas-story-perfect-present.html


Advent and Christmas Season 2021 at a Glance 

• Sun. Dec. 12th - Advent 3 (Joy) A Blue Christmas service will be integrated with our service. 

• Sun. Dec. 12th - Innisfil Christmas for Kids and their Families – Donations due today! 

• Mon. Dec. 13th – 12pm - U.C.W. Luncheon - Stacked Pancake House (Stroud). Please RSVP 

to Joyce Feren 705-431-2204. *Please note: proof of double vaccination required at restaurant 

• Sun. Dec. 19th – Advent 4 (Love) White Gift Sunday. All food and specified monetary 

donations from this Sunday will be donated to the Innisfil Community Food Bank. 

• Fri. Dec. 24th – 7pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please RSVP to the office. 

• Sun. Dec. 26th - Hymn Sing 

• Mon. Dec. 27th to Jan 4th – Patricia on Vacation 

• Sun. Jan. 2nd – Music and Worship Committee Service 

 
 
U.C.W. Holiday Season Outreach 

Help spread hope this season and support people residing at Joyce Kope House, participants in a 

program of the Elizabeth Fry Society. 

Items to donate this holiday season: Hygiene Products, Slippers, Pens/Pencils, Underwear, Towels, 

Bed Sheets, Shampoo, Conditioner, Toothbrush, and Gift Cards. 

Monetary donations can be made online at: www.elizabethfrysociety.com. Please indicate direct 

donation. 

     

Do you have a "MS PIGGY" kind of announcement to share? We'd love to put it in 

our announcements & on our pre-service video screen. Birthday? Scored a goal? 

Won a ribbon? Anniversary? Did a great craft for us to see? Send it in... let's stay 

connected with each other, especially as Covid-19 keeps us apart! Please note that 

these inclusions will be posted online. 

     

Historical Tidbit 

The establishment of Sandycove Acres in 1971 had a great impact on our membership numbers, and 

50 years later, this wonderful group continues to contribute in many ways to the life and welfare of St 

James United church. 

     

Message from the Treasurer 

Silvia Leibundgut will have the givings envelopes for 2022 at church this Sunday. Contact Silvia with 

any questions at 705-436-2185 or e-mail silviarudyl@gmail.com. 

Please do not use the new envelopes before January 2nd, 2022. 

mailto:silviarudyl@gmail.com


 

Tree of Remembrance 
Let’s keep these loved ones and families in our prayers throughout the Christmas season. 

 In Memory of... Remembered By... 

 John & Eleanor Kurchak Patricia James 

 Traphene Lowe Patricia James 

 Anne Gibson Patricia James 

 Evelyn Severson (mom) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Mel Severson (dad) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Ken Severson (brother) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Earl Feren Joyce Feren 

 Ralph Johnston Barb Johnston 

 Tyler Johnston Barb Johnston 

 Betty Fisher Stewart Fisher 

 Brent Fisher Stewart Fisher 

 Cathie McFadden Stewart Fisher 

 George West Roberta & Ron Noble 

 Doug Pettit Reid & Darlene Pettit 

 Betty Pettit Reid & Darlene Pettit 

 Dale Lively Heather Thompson 

 Jackson Cloughley (son) Heather Thompson 

 Cherylyn Booth Heather Thompson 

 Penny Bell St. James United Church 

 Jordan Richardson St. James United Church 

 

 
 

 

 



Are you looking for a table grace to use over the holiday season? 

Perhaps one of these will help. 

 

Come, Prince of Peace, and surround our feast table as we delight in this joyous 

season of Christmas. Gift us in this meal with the taste of happiness and fellowship 

as we savor this coming together of family and friends. 

As sparkling stars and singing angels rejoiced at the birth of the Christ Child in 

Bethlehem, so may we take great joy in this, our Christmas meal-celebration. May 

You bless this food, the hands that prepared it, and our body’s which are about to 

enjoy it. In Your holy name we pray, Amen. — Edward Hays, adapted 

 

Lord of All, we give you thanks for your abundance, and for all the great things 

you have given us, especially the birth of Your Son on this day. We ask your 

blessing upon this food, and upon our friends and family. We also pray that in your 

great mercy, you would look kindly upon all those in need this day. We pray in 

Jesus name, Amen. — David Bennet 

 
Dear Heavenly Father, love brought Jesus to the earth, and love brings us to this 

Christmas table. Today as we share this holiday feast, may we also share with one 

another a joyful heart and a warm smile. May our Christmas dinner be filled with 

kindness. And may the memories of today warm our hearts for years to come. 

Amen. — Beth McLendon 

 

You who are living, 

Restore us, renew us, 

Speak for our silence. 

Continue our work, 

Bless the breath of life. 

Sing of the hidden patterns. 

Weave the web of peace. 
 

- Judith Anderson  



Will there be an empty chair at your table, or in your heart this Christmas? 

A Prayer at an Empty Chair 

Dear God, 

there’s an empty chair at our table,   

an ache in our hearts   

and tears upon our faces...    

We try to shield one another from our grief 

but we cannot hide it from you... 

We pray for our loved one  

whose presence we miss in these homecoming days... 

Open our eyes and our hearts to the healing, the warmth  

and the peace of your presence... 

Assure us that those we miss   

have a home in your heart as well as in ours  

and a place at your table forever... 

Open our hearts to joyful memories of the love we shared  

with those who have gone before us... 

Help us tell the stories that bring us close to one another  

and to the ones we miss so much... 

Teach us to lean on you and on each other   

for the strength we need  

to walk through difficult times... 

Give us quiet moments with you, with our thoughts,  

with our memories and our prayers... 

And in the stillness of the quiet,  

give us your consolation and your peace... 

Be with us and hold us in your arms  

as you hold the ones we miss...  

This is the day you have made, O Lord:   

help us rejoice and be glad in the peace you’ve promised  

and share with those who’ve gone before us...  Amen. 

~ written by Concord Pastor 

 

Reminder 

ALL UCW and committee meetings, along with any other use of the church facilities, MUST be 

booked through the Office Administrator to avoid the need for Covid cleaning. 



Prepare to Be Surprised! 
 

 

In this special blog post for Advent Unwrapped, trauma expert Diane Strickland writes about 

the challenge—and wonder—of surprises in the Christmas season. 

     

A Lesson for All 

A message that needs to be heard and heeded community-wide / city-wide / country-wide / world-

wide. ~ Jean M. 

Peter Singer - October 19 2021  

An anthropologist showed a game to the children of an 

African tribe ...  

He placed a basket of delicious fruits near a tree trunk 

and told them: "The first child to reach the tree will get 

the basket."  

When he gave them the start signal, he was surprised 

that they walked together, holding hands until they 

reached the tree and shared the fruit!  

When he asked them why they did that when any one 

of them could have had the basket only for themselves!  

They answered with astonishment: "Ubuntu"...that is, 

how can one of us be happy while the rest are 

miserable?  

"Ubuntu" in their language means: "I am because we 

are".  

That tribe knows the secret of happiness that has been lost in societies that consider themselves 

"civilized" ...!

 

Please submit all announcements via e-mail to Heather Thompson by noon on Tuesdays. 

Thank you! 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=22ededea1a&e=fbdc2a77e6
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=974559cd8a&e=fbdc2a77e6

