
St. James United Church 
Announcements 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 

Advent 4 and White Gift Sunday 

 
 

A Christmas Message from Pastor Patricia 

A song sings it: 'Mary, did you know, that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? … This 

sleeping child you’re holding is the great 'I am!'  

This is one of my favourite Christmas songs, no matter who sings it. 

How could anyone have known? Who could have guessed it? That the Almighty, Eternal God 

would in his wisdom and mercy, quietly come into our world in the frailty of a baby! Born in 

the small town of Bethlehem, he would be named 'Jesus.' Even his name means, 'he will 

save,' save his people from their sins.  

He would be called 'Emmanuel' – 'God is with us.' 

My hope and prayer for you and your family is that God will find many hearts for 

the Christ child to be born into anew,  

and the goodness we see in one another at Christmas will continue through all 

the days to come. 

John and I send our wishes to you, lovingly praying that in this time of Covid, you 

will enjoy a Christmas that might be like no other, but none-the-less will 

overflow  

with the peace and enchantment that fills your Christmas in a magical and holy 

way. 

 

To you and yours, Merry Christmas 

everyone! 

Patricia and John 

 

 



Christmas Eve Service 

If you would like to attend our service this December 24th 

at 7:00 pm, you MUST register on or before December 20th! 

After that date we will open registration to the community, however, 

it is expected that we will have the maximum allowed with just our congregation, 

especially if extended family is registered. 

Don't forget... ALL attendees MUST provide Proof of Vaccination (if not already done 

so). Please ensure they have it ready prior to entering. 

Call the office 705-436-5225 and leave a message that you will be attending, along 

with the names of all who will be coming. 

 

 

 
 
Advent and Christmas Season 2021 at a Glance 

• Fri. Dec. 24th – 7pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Please RSVP as noted above. 

• Sun. Dec. 26th – 10am - Hymn Sing 

• Mon. Dec. 27th to Jan 4th – Patricia on Vacation 

• Sun. Jan. 2nd – Music and Worship Committee Service 

     

Historical Tidbit 

The first known burials in St. James United Cemetery, both young daughters of James Gimby of 

Gimby’s Corners (Churchill), were those of Sarah Gimby who died August 30, 1842 at age 11, and 

her sister Rebecca who died on October 6, 1847 at age 3. 

     

Message from the Treasurer 

Silvia Leibundgut has the givings envelopes for 2022 and they can be picked up at church on Sunday. 

Contact Silvia with any questions at 705-436-2185 or e-mail silviarudyl@gmail.com. 

Please do not use the new envelopes before January 2nd, 2022. 

     

Reminder 

ALL UCW and committee meetings, along with any other use of the church facilities, MUST be 

booked through the Office Administrator to avoid the need for Covid cleaning. 

 

http://www.pngall.com/christmas-bell-png
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Tree of Remembrance 
Let’s keep these loved ones and families in our prayers throughout the Christmas season. 

 In Memory of... Remembered By... 

 John & Eleanor Kurchak Patricia James 

 Traphene Lowe Patricia James 

 Anne Gibson Patricia James 

 Evelyn Severson (mom) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Mel Severson (dad) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Ken Severson (brother) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Earl Feren Joyce Feren 

 Ralph Johnston Barb Johnston 

 Tyler Johnston Barb Johnston 

 Betty Fisher Stewart Fisher 

 Brent Fisher Stewart Fisher 

 Cathie McFadden Stewart Fisher 

 George West Roberta & Ron Noble 

 Doug Pettit Reid & Darlene Pettit 

 Betty Pettit Reid & Darlene Pettit 

 Dale Lively Heather Thompson 

 Jackson Cloughley (son) Heather Thompson 

 Cherylyn Booth Heather Thompson 

 Penny Bell St. James United Church 

 Jordan Richardson St. James United Church 

 Elwood Webb John & Karen Kelly 

 Elwood Webb (Poppy) Brayden & Blaire Kelly 

 Elwood Webb Lilly Webb 

 Elwood Webb Lynn Underwood 

 Dennis Underwood Lynn Underwood 



  

 Irene & Cliff Harris Dianne & Mark Ridout 

 Ollie & Violet Perkins Darlene Perkins 

 Edna Kelly Darlene Perkins 

 Rev. Don & Jo Pipe Hilary Mallett 

 Don & Shirley Creighton Karen, Willie & Emery Drake 

 Frank & Gloria Drake Karen, Willie & Emery Drake 

 
 

 

 

 

Here are some helpful prayers for you to reflect on as we quickly 

approach every Christmas deadline! 

Thank you to onlineministries.creighton.edu for these prayers. 

😇 

Praying Over My To-Do List 

I sit here with my list, Lord, and I know I need help finding a balance. I am so looking 

forward to Christmas Day, with the family here, the company, the wonderful celebration. 

But, Lord, there is SO much to do! When will it all get done? How will I maintain any 

semblance of inner peace in this "peaceful" season? I think, Lord, that I need some 

balance in my life. I feel so torn between wanting to cook and fill my house with wonderful 

welcoming smells, and wanting to finish decorating the house. I have shopping to do, the 

house to clean and cards to write and mail. When? How? Help me, guide me, Lord. Help 

me to set priorities around doing those things that will bring me closer to you. Maybe my 

house really is clean enough, or maybe I can ask my family for help. Can the cards wait 

until a quiet afternoon after Christmas? Can my house decorations be simpler? Is there 

more than a little ego involved when I want so desperately to have my house "magazine 

perfect" for the holidays?  

Help me rediscover the joy of simplicity, Lord.  

Help me to remember what I am celebrating.  

Help me to find it in my heart to call out, "Come, Lord Jesus." 

http://nlineministries.creighton.edu/


Working in the Kitchen During Advent 

What joy this brings me, Lord. Thank you for guiding me into the kitchen for some time of 

silence with you. The room fills with wonderful smells and I share tastes and samples with 

my family as they make extra trips through the kitchen on days like this. Thank you for 

each and every one of these special people in my family. They are like the ingredients of 

my own life, adding spice and heat and wonderful flavor and melding together into a 

unique dish designed to glorify you. You know, God, cooking is quite a bit like my life. It's 

messy, I get careless and sometimes things don't turn out as I had planned. But in the 

mess of my life, that's where I can turn to you. Help me when I have to deal with being so 

imperfect. Bless me with humility when I grapple with my own poverty. Let me feel how 

deeply you love me, even when all I have to offer is scorched and humble.  

Be with me Lord, in this kitchen today.  

Help me to take the time in this intimate silence with you, to pray for each person who will 

eat this food.  

Allow me to remember all of those around the world who have so little food, and bless 

those who share what little they have 

 

Praying Through Exhaustion 

Oh Lord, I am so tired. It seems like the lists of to-do's get longer each day, the frenzy in 

my home each night gets wilder. It seems like the holidays have barely started and 

already I am behind. Help me, dear Jesus. Let me feel your loving arms wrap me tightly in 

the warm embrace of your endless love.  

Teach me to make choices about my time, to remember what is important this season and 

to say "NO" whenever my Yes would take me away from your peace. 

 Fill me with patience, love and a sense of humor.  

Remind me of your deep love for me and let the fire of that love be something I can share 

with everyone around me. 

 

Preparing for Christmas after the Loss of a Loved One 

Such a loss! Such a keen and tearing pain. Even when I am in a crowded room, there is a 

loneliness I never knew existed. Comforting God, I have turned to you so many times for 

solace, and I come again. While the world is bright and sparkling, my heart feels leaden 

and has an emptiness that cannot be filled. Lord, how can I enter into this season of joy? 

In my head I celebrate your birth into this world, but in my everyday life, I am filled with a 

grief that runs so very deep. You blessed me with a loving relationship and now it is gone 

from my life. How can I be faithful to that love and the memory of that love and my sorrow 



in this season of "Rejoice!"?? Tears are so close to the surface all the time and helpful 

friends who want to "keep me busy" don't seem to really understand that I need to 

embrace my grief. I am afraid of letting go of the sadness and losing the deep love 

connection I had. Instead of entering into the Rejoice of Christmas, I long for the sorrow of 

Lent. I beg you Lord, show me how the two are connected. 

 I ponder the name Emmanuel and know that it means "God with us." With us. With me in 

this world, in this sorrow. If I look beyond my pain, I know that you, too, suffered so much 

in this world.  

I never understood so clearly before that Emmanuel is what your nativity is really about.  

You are in my world, in my pain.  

Thank you, Lord, for the loved one you blessed my life with.  

Grant me now in my grief, a peace.  

Give me a comfort that might not make the tears go away, but that lets me feel your 

presence as you take up a place deep in my heart, with me. 

 

     

 

Ready to do a Winter Craft you can Eat? 

Find this craft and more at: https://sproutingwildones.com/marshmallow-snowflakes/  
 
 

 

 

https://sproutingwildones.com/marshmallow-snowflakes/


 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO MAKE MARSHMALLOW SNOWFLAKES 

 

• Marshmallows. Both large and small marshmallows can be used for this project. 

We used a mixture of both for many of our snowflakes. Younger kids seem to have 

an easier time with large marshmallows, but either size work great!  

 
• Toothpicks or skewers. I found that my younger child had an easier time using 

the larger bamboo skewers, plus they made for really large and really fun 

snowflakes. Toothpicks will be needed for the more complex snowflake designs 

though. 

 
• Template. I created a guide to help my seven-year-old create her more complex 

snowflake. Here is my Marshmallow Snowflake Template.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit all announcements via e-mail to Heather Thompson by noon on Tuesdays.  

Thank you! 

 

https://sproutingwildones.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Marshmallow-Snowflake-Template.pdf

