
St. James United Church 
Announcements 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

Advent 2 - Peace 

 

The Covid Committee would like to let everyone know that we have been, and will continue to follow 

the rules and advice of the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit. 

Proof of double vaccination, use of masks, hand sanitizing, contact tracing, and ribbon and floor 

markers for social distancing will continue at St. James. 

We ask that you respect all the Covid prevention measures as they are there for everyone’s safety. If 

you have questions please feel free to talk to the Covid committee. 

For those members who have not been double vaccinated and those who are not able to attend our 

services in person, we will be posting our services on our Facebook page following our service. 

All use of church facilities, including use of meeting rooms by church members or committees, must 

be booked with the Office Administrator. This ensures that adequate time is allowed (72 hours) before 

the space is re-used. Otherwise, cleaning will be required by the Covid trained custodian. 

Hello to everyone who is worshipping online with us! 

We look forward to the day   

when everyone feels safe to come back  

& is willing to once again,   

do all of that busyness & rushing around that happens on Sunday 

mornings. But it’s worth it!! 

Touch base with Patricia if she can help keep you connected 

 in any way!! 

 

 
The poinsettias in the sanctuary have been place in loving 

memory of Jim Edmonds and Elwood Webb.  

 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped put together a safe and successful bazaar 

at St. James! Thank you to everyone who provided items to sell, who bought the items 

that were made, and who put in their time to make it happen on the day of the bazaar. A 

special thank you to Donna W. and Shirley K. for their boundless energy from 

beginning to end!  

http://saintdavids.org.au/event/2012/11/ecumenical-advent-service-st-marys-cathedral/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Advent and Christmas Season 2021 at a Glance 

• Sun. Dec. 12th - Advent 3 (Joy) A Blue Christmas service will be integrated with our service. 

• Sun. Dec. 12th - Innisfil Christmas for Kids and their Families – Donations due today! 

• Mon. Dec. 13th – 12pm - U.C.W. Luncheon - Please join us for lunch at Stacked Pancake 

House in Stroud. All are welcome! Please call Joyce Feren at 705-431-2204 if you plan to 

attend. *Please note: In order to enter the restaurant, you may be asked for proof of double 

vaccination. 

• Sun. Dec. 19th – Advent 4 (Love) White Gift Sunday. All food and specified monetary 

donations from this Sunday will be donated to the Innisfil Community Food Bank. 

• Fri. Dec. 24th – 7pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

• Sun. Dec. 26th - Hymn Sing 

• Mon. Dec. 27th to Jan 4th – Patricia on Vacation 

• Sun. Jan. 2nd – Music and Worship Committee Service 

 

 

Christmas Outreach 2021 

This year the Outreach Committee selected the Innisfil Christmas for Kids (and their families) as our 

Christmas Outreach project. This is the first year that St. James has partnered with this worthy Innisfil 

charity. 

Donations needed for Innisfil Christmas for Kids and their families are: 

• Unwrapped Toys: Lego, craft kits for all ages, teen & adult colouring books with pencil 

crayons, Hot Wheels, Popits/Fidgets, baby dolls (not Barbies), other games and toys 

(ages 2 - 12) 

• Unwrapped Food and Household: Peanut Butter and Laundry Detergent are the most 

needed 

• Monetary Donations: Money is always needed, as they supply a full Christmas dinner for 

each family. This year they are looking after 165 Innisfil families. 

Please have all your presents under the Christmas Tree at St. James by Sunday Dec. 12th. 

Monetary donations can be left in the mailbox, 

or given to Heather during her office hours (T, W, T 9am - 12pm) 

Make cheques out to: Innisfil Christmas for Kids. Include return address for a tax receipt. 

This program runs year-round and does this again at Easter, Thanksgiving etc. and helps parents 

with birthday gifts & school supplies for their children year-round. 

Thank you in advance for your support of this valuable Christmas Innisfil Outreach program! 



U.C.W. Holiday Season Outreach 

Help spread hope this season and support people residing at Joyce Kope House, participants in a 

program of the Elizabeth Fry Society. 

Items to donate this holiday season: Hygiene Products, Slippers, Pens/Pencils, Underwear, Towels, 

Bed Sheets, Shampoo, Conditioner, Toothbrush, and Gift Cards. 

Monetary donations can be made online at: www.elizabethfrysociety.com. Please indicate direct 

donation. 

 

 

Tree of Remembrance 
Let’s keep these loved ones and families in our prayers throughout the Christmas season. 

 In Memory of... Remembered By... 

 John & Eleanor Kurchak Patricia James 

 Traphene Lowe Patricia James 

 Anne Gibson Patricia James 

 Evelyn Severson (mom) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Mel Severson (dad) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Ken Severson (brother) Linda Severson-Winson 

 Earl Feren Joyce Feren 

 Ralph Johnston Barb Johnston 

 Tyler Johnston Barb Johnston 

 Betty Fisher Stewart Fisher 

 Brent Fisher Stewart Fisher 

 Cathie McFadden Stewart Fisher 

 George West Roberta & Ron Noble 

 Doug Pettit Reid & Darlene Pettit 

 Betty Pettit Reid & Darlene Pettit 

 

 



A Blue Christmas Service  

“Peace During the Holidays”  

This year, our Blue Christmas service will be recognized differently.  

Rather than holding an evening service, it will be included in our Sunday church service on 

December 12th, Advent 3 - A Season of Peace 

The constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping malls and in churches, about the 

happiness of the season, about getting together with family and friends,  

reminds many people of what they have lost. The anguish of lost or separated relationships due 

to Covid restraints, the weariness of ill health, the feelings of isolation -  

all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating the Season.  

We need the space and time to acknowledge our feelings, knowing that we are not alone.  

Not to worry, because we can look for the Peace and Joy in Advent to hold within us 

the season that is upon us. 

All are welcome to this service. ❤ 

 

Historical Tidbit 

In the last 60 years, there have been 4 lady ministers providing spiritual leadership at St James: Rev. 

Joan Huntley (1965-70), Rev. Donna Hazlett (2003), Rev. Jane Wetelainen (Sullivan) (2004-2014), and 

Patricia James DLM (2015-Current). 

     

 

A Christmas Poem: "Because One Child Is Born" 

More light than we can learn, 

More wealth than we can treasure, 

More love than we can earn, 

More peace than we can measure, 

Because one Child is born.   

—Unknown 



A Christmas Recipe 

St. Charles Borromeo said, “The Church asks us to understand that Christ, who came once in the flesh, 

is prepared to come again. When we remove all obstacles to his presence he will come, at any hour 

and moment, to dwell spiritually in our hearts, bringing with him the riches of his grace.” 

This beautiful season of Advent guides us to prepare for the birth of Jesus. But when it is often a busy, 

frenzied season filled with “must do’s”, it becomes difficult to slow down and prepare our hearts for a 

babe born in a manger. 

In slowing down our evenings to eat simple meals together, the rush is given a backseat for a little 

while. An intentional commitment to family mealtimes or meals with friends helps us connect with our 

loved ones so that our Advent preparation is carried out in community. Add to it the practice of eating 

a simple meal by candlelight and we’re also presented with the visible cue that we’re waiting for the 

Light of the World. 

The ease of having a soup on the stove or in the slow cooker can reduce the stress so many of us feel 

during the holidays—stress that can distract us from living Advent.  

Here is one recipe to try. 

Do you have a good recipe you can share with us?  

A vegetarian one maybe? 

Enjoy! 

Orange Beef Stew 

(Adapted from the cookbook, From Your Freezer to Your Family by Stephanie Brandt Cornais) 

Beef stew is such a comfort food for cold weather months and I love the scent it gives my kitchen as it 

simmers on the stove top. This recipe has a little extra flavour because of the orange juice and soy 

sauce. This stew and many of the recipes in Stephanie Cornais’ cookbook are staples in our home 

during busy seasons when time to prepare meals is limited but we still want to enjoy home-cooked 

meals together. 

Serves 4 

Ingredients: 

1-2 pounds of beef stew meat or flank steak 

2 Tbsp olive oil 

1/2 pound carrots, peeled and chopped 

4 garlic cloves, minced 

4 green onions, chopped 

1 onion, chopped 

Salt & pepper (to taste) 

1 tsp thyme 

http://www.mamaandbabylove.com/freezer-cookbook/


1 tsp coriander 

1 tsp cloves 

2 Tbsp soy sauce (or coconut aminos) 

1/2 Tbsp sugar 

2 Tbsp flour (or 1 Tbsp arrowroot powder if cooking for gluten allergies/sensitivity) 

1 cup orange juice 

1 cup water 
 
Directions:  

Season the meat with salt and pepper and brown for about 4 minutes each side. Remove browned meat. 

Heat 2 TBSP olive oil in the pot. Add the carrots, green onion, onion, and garlic and cook until soft and 

fragrant, about 5 minutes. Add thyme, coriander, cloves, salt, pepper, and flour and stir. Then add soy 

sauce, sugar, orange juice, and water. Add beef back in, cover with lid, and bring to a high, rolling boil, 

then turn to low. Make sure liquid is covering the meat and veggies so that it doesn’t dry out.  Add more 

water if needed. Simmer on low for about 1.5 to 2 hours, checking occasionally to add water if necessary. 

     

Do you have a "MS PIGGY" kind of announcement to share? We'd love to put it in 

our announcements & on our pre-service video screen. Birthday? Scored a goal? 

Won a ribbon? Anniversary? Did a great craft for us to see? Send it in... let's stay 

connected with each other, especially as Covid-19 keeps us apart! Please note that 

these inclusions will be posted online. 

     

This beautiful video link comes to you with thanks from Ted G. Due to its copyrights we 

cannot use it at church online, so take a moment to enjoy it at home... you will be glad 

you did! 

Christmas Hallelujah - with Lyrics (Performed by Kaylee Rodgers and the Killard 

House School choir): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqrsAcTg8j8 

 

 

 

  

A fun and easy craft to make with stickers or glued-on shapes! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqrsAcTg8j8


MINISTER OF MUSIC POSTING MIDHURST UNITED CHURCH 
 

Midhurst United Church welcomes applications to fill our Minister of Music vacancy commencing 
December 5, 2021 or as soon as possible after this date.  
 
As a community of faith, we come together to share love and support for our local and global 
neighbours. Individually we strive to understand God’s particular purpose for our lives. You are invited 
to join us in this community-building and exploration. 
 
Position Synopsis: 
 
The Minister of Music is responsible for assisting the church in planning, conducting, and evaluating 
the Music Ministry of the Church. 
 
Music Competencies  
 
The successful candidate will be:  

• An innovative leader who is passionate about a music program within a church setting  

• Have a minimum Grade 8 R.C.M. piano (Bachelor of Music is an asset but not mandatory) 

• Have congregational music leadership experience 

• Expertise and willingness to work with all levels of musical skills and abilities, to direct vocal 
performances and to train and develop the choir, ensembles, and soloists  

• Proficiency in a wide range of musical styles including Traditional, Contemporary, 
Spirituals/Gospel and inspirational secular music but with a focus on a mix of all styles. 
 

Personal Qualities 
Requirements: 
 

• Ability to organize and coordinate all aspects of the music program 

• Friendly and inclusive attitude with effective communication and leadership skills 

• Responsible, self-motivated, energetic and creative 

• Willingness to be flexible and progressive in response to the needs of the congregation 

• Committed to the church’s vision, leadership, and people 

• Ability to collaborate with worship team members and staff 
 
Time Requirement: 
 

• Available for an average of 9 hours per week 
 
 
We invite qualified candidates to submit a resume and cover letter to: 

Midhurst United Church 
office@midhurstunitedchurch.ca  
 
Please include the subject heading Music Director Application.  
 
Website: https://www.midhurstunitedchurch.ca/  
 
 

 
Please submit all announcements via e-mail to Heather Thompson by noon on Tuesdays. 

Thank you! 

mailto:office@midhurstunitedchurch.ca
https://www.midhurstunitedchurch.ca/

