
St. James United Church 
Announcements 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 

 

Please note that this Sunday's worship service will, once again, 

be an online service. 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 Sun. Jan. 30th – Online worship service…accessed via www.facebook.com/StJamesStroud 

 Wed. Feb. 2nd – 10am – Covid Committee Meeting via Zoom. Connection details e-mailed. 

 Sun. Feb. 6th – Online worship service? To be confirmed. 

 Sun. Feb. 13th – Annual Congregational Meeting. Details to be determined. 

* * * * * * * 

Winter Social 

We are in the planning stages of scheduling an Outdoor Winter Social for Saturday, February 26th. 

Our thoughts are to have a bonfire, tobogganing, skating or other outdoor event for a couple of hours 

in the afternoon. We are looking for ideas that all members of the congregation can enjoy, from our 

Sunday school children right up to our most senior church members. We are looking for a venue to 

hold our outdoor social and wondered if anyone in the congregation has room enough for our church 

family to get together. We are asking everyone to bring their own hot chocolate. Please contact Karen 

Given at 705-722-3457 with ideas to help put our plans into action. 

Thanks, and I look forward to seeing everyone on February 26th!  ~ Karen Given 

* * * * * * * 

Historical Tidbit 

Until the early/mid twentieth century, it was common practice in churches to rent pews in churches to 

families or individuals as a principal means of raising income. So, should we try this with the sought 

after back pews at St James?  

 

 

 

 

Love is not blind, but love finds it easy to forgive. 

~Trevor Chandler 
 

http://www.facebook.com/StJamesStroud


Calling All Thinkers, Shakers and Movers! 

We have an opportunity to bring new and innovative ideas to St. James and we need YOUR IDEAS!  

👀 Take a Look   

 

From the United Church of Canada Foundation ~ Annual Seeds of Hope 

Grants 

Scholarship and Grant Applications Now Open 

We are excited to announce the annual Scholarship, Bursary, and Academic Awards and Seeds of 

Hope granting rounds are now open! 

The Joint Grants Committee welcomes applications to the Seeds of Hope granting program for new, 

unique projects that: 

 Provide innovative seniors’ ministry 

 Celebrate and encourage children and youth 

 Address environmental and social justice issues 

 Explore new ways to provide ministry and support during transition periods 

 Facilitate experiencing faith and spirituality 

For more information on Seeds of Hope grants and to apply, please click here. Applications are due 

April 15, 2022. 

For more information on Scholarships and Awards and to apply, please click here. Applications are 

due March 15, 2022. 

We look forward to hearing from applicants and supporting the vital work of people and projects 

across our United Church! 

Please send any ideas to Heather and she'll pass them on for you. But don't wait 

long, as it will take time to write up the application if the Board supports the idea!  

Let's get all ideas in by February 6th. 

Exciting Opportunities lie ahead! 

* * * * * * * 

Excerpt from a letter received from UCC Mission and Service: 

“... On the topic of mission, I also wanted to share good news with you. 

Since the pandemic struck, together we have raised over $500,000 in emergency gifts to support 

Mission & Service partners helping those most vulnerable around the world. Your generosity has 

helped deliver personal protective equipment, distribute food, install sanitation stations, and support 

education programs to help prevent and control the spread of the virus. 

https://unitedchurchfoundation.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71eee6dc979019855be36ce97&id=7ad6515de6&e=6ef40609fc
https://unitedchurchfoundation.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71eee6dc979019855be36ce97&id=bd0f62d7c4&e=6ef40609fc


Thank you for supporting the vaccination appeal through Gifts with Vision. With your help, we have 

provided over 8,360 full vaccinations to those who need them most around the world. What an 

incredible impact! Altogether, that’s over $750,000 in COVID relief. Amazing! 

In 2022, your Region will once again receive $240,000 to support Mission & Service partners 

near you. From coast to coast, our partners are helping record numbers of families in need. Your 

congregation’s generosity through Mission & Service is providing shelter to Canadians without a 

home, serving nutritious meals to families struggling to make ends meet, offering critical pastoral care 

in hospitals and schools, and extending life-changing education and job training opportunities.  

This is what we can accomplish when we are truly united.” 

With gratitude for your ministry, 

 

Sarah Charters, President of Philanthropy 

 

 

 

 

Calling all people who knit or crochet. 

As we move through life there are many times when we need a hug from loved ones. 

But sometimes, like now, that hug is not possible. St. James might have a return ministry that 

offers love and support during times like these! 

Members of St. James United Church’s Prayer Shawl Ministry can knit or crochet shawls 

that are made and interwoven with prayer. 

They are then blessed by the Prayer Shawl Ministry members and at Sunday Worship. 

The shawls are then made available to those in the church and community in need of comfort 

or healing, as a form of joy. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED?? 

Once the Covid restrictions are lifted, the members could meet together for a time of laughter 

and fellowship.  

But why wait until then to start? There are many of our congregation in need of a hug 

wrapped around them as they feel the presence of their friends and family at St. James! 

GET READY, GET SET.... GO! 

Please direct any questions to Patricia until a wonderful person offers to oversee this outreach 

project. (Might that be YOU?) 

What is a Prayer Shawl? 

A prayer shawl is a handmade shawl. Usually people knit or crochet prayer shawls. The only 

difference between a prayer shawl and any other shawl is in the process of making it. When 

making a prayer shawl, the crafter is very intentional about their work. They infuse the piece 

with a prayer. This soothes the crafter as they work. Moreover, it gives energy to the item 

itself, which is then gifted to a recipient who can feel the love and care that went into the 

piece. 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=78ed31f9a4&e=fbdc2a77e6


An Invitation from Fr. Gregory C. Gilson, Incumbent of the Parish of Churchill 

and Cookstown to the Annual World Day of Prayer (online) 
 

Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourselves for 
a little while until the fury has passed by.    Isaiah 26:20 

This may seem like an odd passage to begin our invitation to the World Day of Prayer, 
however, people of faith all over the world are being called to hold the world up in prayer. 

Unfortunately, we need to do so, as the hermits of faith have done for centuries, in our own 
sacred spaces. Although we seem to be alone or in very small numbers we are surrounded by 

a great cloud of witnesses and our prayers are gathered with the prayers of others 
and placed at the feet of our Lord. 

As we tire of hearing; we are tired of this pandemic, we need to be more fervent in prayer and 
doing good than ever before. One way to answer this call is to gather online and hold this 
annual vigil for all God’s children. We need to pray as the Monks, Nuns, and Hermits have 
done, in our own spaces but in unity of purpose, to serve God through the people of God. 

 

Good morning ladies, 

2022 is the year that St. Peter's Anglican Church in Churchill is to host the annual World Day of 

Prayer. I am writing early to inform you all that we are not able to hold an in-person service at this 

time, as our Anglican church(s) are closed until further notice. As a result, the World Day of Prayer 

service, written this year by the women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland, will be an online 

service, provided through the WICC organization, as it was in 2021 due to Covid. 

It is unfortunate that the virus has kept us apart now for two years, but with numbers rising at an 

alarming rate, and despite a possible peak in early February, they are warning that the downward turn 

could be worse than the upsurge. For the safety of all concerned, we feel this is the best way to 

handle things at this time. 

I have visited the WICC website and found that there is a promo video, available before the actual 

service program will be available for viewing by February 1st. Here is a link to that short 

video: https://wicc.org/world-day-of-prayer/how-to-participate/ 

I found it interesting, and look forward to viewing the service video when it becomes available. I will 

be touching base again when it is available for you all to see. Please do visit the WICC website 

at www.wicc.org and see what the ladies of England, Wales and Northern Ireland are striving to 

accomplish. It is, indeed, uplifting. Another link you may find interesting is 

https://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/wdp2022/ 

In the meantime, I wish you all to be safe and well. I will be in touch again to update on any further 

information I may have to send. 

Blessings, 

Linda Gerow 

St. Peter's Anglican Church 

 
Please submit all announcements via e-mail to Heather Thompson by noon on Tuesdays. 

Thank you! 

https://wicc.org/world-day-of-prayer/how-to-participate/
http://www.wicc.org/
https://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/wdp2022/

