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Upcoming Events: 

• Sun. July 3rd to Sun. Sept. 11th – No worship services posted online. 

• Sun. July 24th – 10am – Outdoor Worship Service 

• Mon. July 25th to Mon. Aug. 1st – Patricia Off (Education Week) 

• Sun. July 31st – 10am – Worship Service (Guest Speaker: Bruce Sweet) 

• Tues. Aug. 2nd to Thurs. Aug. 4th – Office Administrator on Vacation 

• Sun. Aug. 7th – 10am – Outdoor Worship Service (weather permitting) 

• Sun. Aug. 14th – 10am – Outdoor Worship Service (weather permitting) 

• Sun. Aug. 21st – 10am – Outdoor Worship Service (weather permitting) 

 

 
 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP HAS RETURNED! 

 

Along with it comes outdoor worship. We will meet each week under the old 

maple tree in our cemetery as we worship amongst our ancestors. 

Don’t forget to bring a chair, and maybe a bottle of water! 

Have you another idea as to where it would be nice to gather outside?  

Speak up and share your idea with Pastor Patricia! 

 

 

 

Inclement weather? Head to the sanctuary instead! 

  



Keeping You Posted on General Council 44... 

 The Moderator is responsible for giving spiritual leadership to all in 

The United Church of Canada, presiding at meetings of the General 

Council and its Executive, visiting throughout the United Church, 

and serving as the primary spokesperson and representative of the 

United Church. The role of Moderator has evolved over time and 

requires a full-time commitment for the three-year term. 

 
Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne 

 

Meet the only nominee for moderator of the United Church. 

If elected, Rev. Carmen Lansdowne would be only the second Indigenous person in the role. 

By Emma Prestwich | February 10, 2022 - Broadview Magazine Excerpt: 

The United Church’s General Council meetings begin on Feb. 13, and on July 22, and the election of 

a new moderator will take place on July 22. As of publication, Rev. Carmen Lansdowne is the only 

nominee for the position. If elected, she would be the first Indigenous woman to spiritually lead 

Canada’s largest Protestant denomination (The Very Rev. Stan McKay was the first Indigenous 

moderator). 

Lansdowne is a member of the Heiltsuk First Nation and the executive director of Vancouver’s First 

United. She spoke with Broadview’s digital editor, Emma Prestwich, about the United Church’s 

landmark apology to Indigenous peoples in 1986 and what she’d like to see the church focus on in 

the near future. 

Emma Prestwich: How are you feeling about being nominated? 



Carmen Lansdowne: It feels a bit surreal, honestly. As you know, I’m the executive director at First 

United Church which is a really busy, incorporated ministry of the United Church in the Downtown 

Eastside of Vancouver. We’re in the middle of finalizing the designs for a new, almost $70-million 

project to redevelop our property. 

Obviously, the role of moderator is demanding, and it’s one that I’d have to talk seriously about with 

the team that supports the moderator, with the general secretary and with my team [at First United]. 

We have a plan in place — the [First United] board is using the next couple of months to discern what 

things would look like for me to take a leave of absence if I was called by the church. 

So, we’ll just have to wait and see what happens. And the nice thing is, if I’m not the person who’s 

called at this time, then I have a really interesting and full life and ministry, so I’ll just keep on doing 

what I’m doing. -- 

 

A post from: Gifts in Open Hands as we keep the people of Ukraine in 

our prayers. 

Guest post from Kiev, Bishop Malkhaz Songulashvili 
 

Maren 

Jul 13 

I am grateful to be able to share this and letters which may follow from my friend Malkhkaz who is the 

Bishop of the Peace Cathedral in Tbilisi, Georgia. I retain his English spelling. 

 

https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fgiftsinopenhands.wordpress.com%2F2022%2F07%2F13%2Fguest-post-from-kiev-bishop-malkhaz-songulashvili%2F&sr=1&signature=f225f0cdc1663ef0c608989a042c3586&user=205572269&_e=&_z=z


Dear Friends, 

I have taken these pictures in front of St Michael's monastery in Kiev where I am stationed 

now. 

I will be travelling in this war-torn country for two weeks. 

I hope to return to Georgia in one piece and with thousands of impressions which I will try to 

share with you in due course. 

I have started listening to difference voices of the war the moment I crossed the Polish-

Ukrainian border with my friend a few days ago. I am listening to drivers, people in the streets, 

clergymen from different religious traditions, shopkeepers, representatives of the youth... 

In the meantime, I would like to ask you to keep the brave Ukrainian people in your prayers. 

My instinct is that each and everyone of us have to do what is in our powers to stop the 

madness of this war which claims thousands of lives and devours the resources  that should 

otherwise be spent in rebuilding economy, health care systems and educational programs in 

both countries that are involved in this fratricidal madness! 

Yours, Malkhaz 

 

 

 
At the refugee point in Barabás, a small Hungarian village on the border of Ukraine, ACT Alliance member 

Hungarian Interchurch Aid offers food, drinks, and hygiene items for people fleeing the Ukraine war. 
Credit: Antii Yrjönen/FCA 

 
 
 



Published On: April 19, 2022 

 

The scenes are heartbreaking: Families confined to underground subway stations. Children standing 

alone in endless lines at borders. Mothers printing their names and contact information in permanent 

marker on their children’s backs lest they get separated―or worse. 

By the end of March 2022, over 4 million refugees had fled Ukraine, 90 percent of them women and 

children. 

Gifts with Vision―the United Church’s giving catalogue―has just unveiled its latest gifts to help them 

(opens in a new tab). 

A gift of $25 will provide families fleeing from Ukraine with a hygiene package containing items like 

toothpaste, laundry detergent, and disinfectant. A gift of $38 will provide one food basket with staples 

such as cooking oil, buckwheat, canned fish, dried peas, and condensed milk; and $40 will provide 

one hygiene package plus a supply of incontinence products. 

“What really strikes me about the food basket is the attention to detail. It has chocolate and cookies in 

it. That speaks volumes to me about going beyond the survival basics and trying to build morale,” 

says Kathie Murphy, the United Church’s Annual Giving Associate. “The hygiene basket is so 

thoughtful, too. It’s not just about personal hygiene―it also includes laundry and cleaning products. 

And remembering incontinence materials for those who need them is all about helping people 

maintain their dignity.” 

Sarah Charters, director of the United Church’s Philanthropy Unit, is glad the new gifts have been 

added in time for Christian Family Sunday. “It’s a day the church sets aside to reflect on the 

importance of families. I hope people will be inspired this year to take action for families fleeing 

Ukraine,” says Charters. “We can’t end the war in Ukraine, but we can do something to help. Every 

little bit of good we do makes a difference.” 

You can give a gift of food and hygiene through Gifts with Vision (opens in a new tab) or by calling 

1-844-715-7969. Thank you for your generous support. 

 

 
 

 
 

This is where you will find Pat Edmonds if you are looking for her! 

Can you imagine? Worshipping, learning, sharing ideas, and celebrating the fun that has been 

planned for the group of UCW who have gathered together?  

She will be glowing with the light of Christ when she returns! 

Lifting prayers for all of the women and speakers as they travel back home. 

https://giftswithvision.ca/products/support-refugees-from-ukraine?_pos=1&_sid=f0a31fc75&_ss=r
https://giftswithvision.ca/products/support-refugees-from-ukraine?_pos=1&_sid=f0a31fc75&_ss=r
https://giftswithvision.ca/products/support-refugees-from-ukraine?_pos=1&_sid=f0a31fc75&_ss=r


A Bit of Holy Humour... 

 

Jesus, Moses, and an old man go golfing. The first one to tee off is Moses. He 

smashes the ball and it is heading right for the water hazard before the green.  

Moses raises his club, the water parts, and the ball makes it to the green.  

Jesus gets up to swing, cranks it out, and it is headed for the water hazard. 

Jesus closes his eyes and prays.  

The ball skips across the water and lands on the green two feet from the hole.  

The old man's turn comes and he drives the ball.  

The ball looks like it is going to drop directly into the water.  

A fish jumps from the water hazard swallowing the ball, as an eagle drops 

from the sky, grabbing the fish.  

As the eagle flies over the green, a bolt of lightning strikes the eagle, making 

it drop the fish.  

As the fish hits the green, it spits out the ball and the ball falls into the hole, 

making a hole in one.  

Jesus looks at Moses and says, "I really think I'm leaving Dad at home next 

time!" 

 
 

In case you didn’t hear…a marvellous profit of $2237 was made from the Strawberry 

Supper! And there were many satisfied customers. Well done. 

 

 

 

Have you signed up to be a greeter yet? See list on narthex  bulletin board. 

 

 

 
Please submit all announcements via e-mail to Heather Thompson by noon on Tuesdays. 

Thank you! 

 


