
St. James United Church 
Announcements 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 

 

The Covid Committee would like to let everyone know that we have been, and will continue to follow 

the rules and advice of the Simcoe County District Health Unit. 

Proof of double vaccination, masks, hand sanitizing, contact tracing, and ribbon and floor markers for 

social distancing will continue at St. James. 

We look forward to the day when this policy will no longer be needed to ensure the safety of our 

church family!      

We ask that you respect all the Covid prevention measures as they are there for everyone’s safety. If 

you have questions please feel free to talk to the Covid committee. 

For those members who have not been double vaccinated and those who are not able to attend our 

services in person…we will be posting our services on our Facebook page following our service. 

Hello to everyone who is worshipping online with us! 

We look forward to the day   

when everyone feels safe to come back  

& is willing to once again,   

do all of that busyness & rushing around that happens on 

Sunday mornings. But it’s worth it!! 

Touch base with Patricia if she can help keep you connected 

 in any way!! 

 

     

 

Thank you to Darlene Perkins AND Pat Edmonds for answering the call 

for a CD player to be used at Lakeside. One will find its way to our shelf at 

Lakeside for all of the ministers to use, and the other will find its way into our 

Sunday School Room where the broken one came from. 📻 Merci Beaucoup!! 

 
 



Advent and Christmas Season 2021 at a Glance 

• Sun. Nov. 28th – Advent 1 (Hope) & Communion Service 

• Sun. Dec. 5th – Advent 2 (Peace) 

• Sun. Dec. 12th - Advent 3 (Joy) A Blue Christmas service will be integrated with our service. 

• Sun. Dec. 12th - Innisfil Christmas for Kids and their Families – Donations due today! 

• Sun. Dec. 19th – Advent 4 (Love) White Gift Sunday. All food and specified monetary 

donations from this Sunday will be donated to the Innisfil Community Food Bank. 

• Fri. Dec. 24th – 7pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

• Sun. Dec. 26th - Hymn Sing 

• Mon. Dec. 27th to Jan 4th – Patricia on Vacation 

• Sun. Jan. 2nd – Music and Worship Committee Service 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28... 1st DAY of ADVENT 

and COMMUNION Sunday 

Will you be worshipping online with us this Sunday? In preparation for this Sunday's 

Sacrament, I invite you to look through your own kitchen to find “bread and beverage.” 

While there is rich symbolism in the elements we traditionally use to celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper, the United Church also has a history of using the most fitting materials that are 

readily available in any given time and setting. So, feel free to be creative and use what 

you have on hand. 

Prior to our time of worship, please prepare your worship space. Have ready elements you will use for 

Communion. Have your “bread” ready on a plate and your “beverage” poured. Any vessels will do, but 

you might consider using special dishes to help you remember that this is a holy meal, set apart from 

our regular meals. If it is safe to do so, you also may want to light a candle and place it by your prepared 

Communion elements. Through the light, may you be reminded that Christ is present with us all of us 

in this meal, no matter where we are as we take communion. 

This is your invitation to prepare your hearts to receive this Sacrament 

as a means of grace. For Christ is our host, and all who seek to partake 

of this holy meal are invited.  

 



St. James Family Tree of Remembrance –  

Beginning this Sunday, Nov 28th... 

As a church family, we are once again supporting each other throughout 

the holiday season when, together, we remember our loved ones 

whom we have lost.  

You are invited to bring in a decoration in memory of someone special 

(including a treasured pet)  

to place on our Tree of Remembrance in the sanctuary.  

Your decoration can be homemade, store bought, or anything that makes you remember that 

person(s) with tenderness and love.  

We have gently held on to the ones from past years for you to rehang or replace if you choose 

to do so.  

Each week, the names of those we are remembering will be 

added to our Tree of Remembrance List in the weekly announcements so that 

everyone can support and pray for the families who are experiencing the pangs of loss 

this Christmas.  

As always, it will be a beautiful tree! 

 

 

 

Christmas Outreach 2021 

This year the Outreach Committee selected the Innisfil Christmas for Kids (and their families) as our 

Christmas Outreach project. This is the first year that St. James has partnered with this worthy Innisfil 

charity. 

Donations needed for Innisfil Christmas for Kids and their families are: 

• Unwrapped Toys: like Lego, craft kits for all ages, teen & adult colouring books with pencil 

crayons, Hot Wheels, Popits/Fidgets, baby dolls (not Barbies), other games and toys for 

ages 2 to 12. 

• Unwrapped Food and Household: Peanut Butter and Laundry Detergent are the most 

needed 

• Monetary Donations: Money is always needed, as they supply a full Christmas dinner for 

each family. This year they are looking after 165 Innisfil families. 

 

https://pngimg.com/download/38646
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Please have all your presents under the Christmas Tree at St. James by Sunday Dec. 12th. 

Monetary donations can be left in the mailbox, 

or given to Heather during her office hours (T, W, T 9am - 12pm) 

Make cheques out to: Innisfil Christmas for Kids. Include return address for a tax receipt. 

This program runs year-round and does this again at Easter, Thanksgiving etc. and helps parents 

with birthday gifts & school supplies for their children year-round. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support of this valuable Christmas Innisfil Outreach program! 

 
 

 
 

A Blue Christmas Service  

 

“Peace During the Holidays”  

This year, our Blue Christmas service will be recognized differently.  

Rather than holding an evening service, it will be included in our Sunday church service on 

December 12th, Advent 3 - A Season of Peace 

The constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping malls and in churches, about 

the happiness of the season, about getting together with family and friends,  

reminds many people of what they have lost. The anguish of lost or separated relationships 

due to Covid restraints, the weariness of ill health, the feelings of isolation -  

all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating the Season.  

We need the space and time to acknowledge our feelings, knowing that we are not alone.  

Not to worry, because we can look for the Peace and Joy in Advent to hold within us 

the season that is upon us. 

All are welcome to this service 

❤ 



The Twelve Days of Christmas is not just a song!  

The traditional Christian celebration of Christmas begins with Advent on the 

fourth Sunday before Christmas. For nearly a month Christians await the 

coming of Christ in a spirit of expectation, singing hymns of longing.  

Then, on December 25, Christmas Day itself ushers in 12 days of celebration, 

ending only on January 6 with the feast of the Epiphany. But often the focus 

falls on giving Advent its due, with the 12 days of Christmas downgraded to 

the words of a trendy Christmas carol.  

Historically, people are just too tired after Christmas Day to do more rejoicing. 

But the "real" 12 days of Christmas until Epiphany are so important… they give 

us a way of reflecting on what the Incarnation of Christ means in our lives.  

Christmas commemorates the most momentous event in human history—the 

entry of God into the world he made, in the form of a baby. And Epiphany helps 

us digest the gift we have been given! 
 

The greatest gift you will ever receive will never be found under a 

Christmas tree. It is far too valuable to be stored in any other place 

but in the depths of your heart. ~ Anonymous 

     

Mission and Outreach 

Please be reminded that the needs of the Innisfil Food Bank continue to grow, and we are still 

accepting donations in our grocery cart. Thank you for your continued support. 

     

Historical Tidbit 

Over the years since 1952, St. James has had the services of 10 

treasurers taking great care of our financial resources. Henry Boer was 

our treasurer twice, first in the 70’s for 5 years and again in the 80’s for 

8 years. Currently, Silvia Leibundgut has held this position for over 15 

years! 

 

Do you have any recent photos that we can add to our church website? Please share!! 

Send them in to Heather T. so we can let others see that we are alive and well 

at St. James United Church! 

 
Please submit all announcements via e-mail to Heather Thompson by noon on Tuesdays. 

Thank you! 


